
The-American -Numismatic -Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED I8S5) 

Broadway- between -155 th and-156 th -5ts- 

New -York- NY. 10032 


August 9, 1975 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Following up on our conversation of yesterday evening at the seminar 
party here, I have written to Dr. DeShazo asking him to send you the 
caliph orans dirham with an invoice for $1, 500. I appreciate very 
much your helping us out in this matter because I know the other party 
who was interested in buying the coin and I doubt that we would ever 
have been able to get the coin from him. Obviously there is no hurry 
as far as I'm concerned about your donating the coin to us; as long as 
I know where the coin is and that sooner or later it will come to us 
I'm perfectly content. 

I am sure you will be very pleased to have this coin in your collection, 
as it is a piece of great rarity and interest. You may be interested 
in a little background information on the coin. The mint is Basra and 
the date 75 H. /A. D. 694-95. There are only three specimens known 
of this type with this mint and year. The reference is Miles' discussion 
in Museum Notes VII, 1957, p. 202. The type is otherwise known only 
from one other mint and year. Six specimens of this latter issue are 
known, but the mint name on it is still very uncertain. However, it is 
definitely not Adharbayjan as has been suggested. One specimen of 
this latter issue was sold in a Glendining auction on the 11th of December 
of last year for L 550. Both the Basra coins and the latter issue of 
uncertain mint were struck by the Umayyad governor, Bishr b. Marwan, 
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as part of the attempt to find what Miles has called a Muslim iconog- 
raphy to replace the traditional Sasanian symbols. 

Again I appreciate your help very much indeed, and Miss Thompson 
asked me also to express her gratitude. 

Yours sincerely, 



Michael L. Bates 

Associate Curator of Islamic Coins 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 5, 1975 


Dr. A. S. DeShazo 
P. 0. Box 7132 
Metairie, LA 70011 

Dear Dr. DeShazo: 

The delay in answering you has been due to my being out 
of town and involved in other business matters. I spoke with Michael 
Bates and he told me that he would write you concerning the other 
coins which he might suggest my acquiring. 

I am enclosing a check for the Basra Dirhem with the raised 
hands. Thank you very much for your patience and I look forward to 
hearing from you on the other matters. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

October 7, 1975 




CERTIFIED MAIL #114229 

Mr. A. S. DeShazo 

P. 0. Box 7132 

Metairie, Louisiana 70011 

Dear Mr. DeShaso: 

As you indicated, there are only a few pieces in the last 
group you sent me which ANS does not have. I don't think it would 
be practical to buy the group and give them to the Society so they 
would have other pieces for trading purposes. The pieces are, there- 
fore, being returned and I am sure they will find another home where 
they will be appreciated. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN : j ah 
Enclosure 



RECEIP T FOR CERTIFIED MAIL — 30c (plus postage) 



P.O., STATE AND ZIP CODE 


Metairie , Louisiana 


O PTIO NAL SERVICES FOR ADDITIONAL FEES 

1. Shows to whom and date delivered 4 „ v 

With delivery to addressee only * 65^ 

2. Shows to whom, date and where delivered 3 


RETURN 
RECEIPT 

SERVICES f With delivery to addressee' onlyT.'."."..;! 85« 

DELIVER TO ADDRE SSEE ONLY ggg~ 

SPECIAL DELIVERY (2 pounds or less) 45^ 


POD Form 3800 
July 1969 


NO INSURANCE COVERAGE PROVIDED 

NOT FOR INTERNATIONAL MAIL 


(See other side) 

* GPO : 1969 0-358-312 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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